
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at http : //books . google . com/| 



d by Google 



d by Google 



d by Google 



d by Google 



d by Google 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



^''■'''■■■■■'^''j^:;'---A //..,.,/. 



o 



^t^xr9=^4ljt5-j4~ 



, Llv> »'\v . ", 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 






%.. .P.^ /""■": 









,../.-' 






Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



A 
^ SHORT SUMMARY 

DECLARATION OF FAITH 

or THK 

COIffOORW, 

THECHURCHCOVENANT. 



IlieM things declare we unto you that ye also may 
hare fdUowsbip vnih us ; and truly our Mowship is 
wi^ the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ.--ST. 
JoBir. 

Not beeause we have dominion over your ftith, but 
are helpers of your joy : for by fiiith ye 8tand.--ST. 
Paul. 



CONCORD : 
YOUNG & WORTa 

18S7. 



_ C„„,e^ 






ADVERTISEMENT. 



This Declaration waa prepared by a Committee, appointed for the pur 
pose, by the New Hampshire Baptist Ck>nvention ; and after suitable 
revision was unanimously received and approved by the Board, and by 
tliem recommended to the churches. 

The occasion of its preparation was this. It was ascertained by the 
Conventioo that many churches were in want of^copies of their De- 
claration of Faith for the use of their members, and were about to 
print new editions. It was tht^ght therefore that if one were issued 
under the sanction of the Convention, it might be executed on a better 
plan, furnished at a lower price, and be blessed by the Great Head of 
the Church to promote still more that delightful harmony of sentiment 
and ardent brotlierly love, which now exist in so eminent a degree 
among our churches. 

.Great care has been taken in this little work to unite brevity with 
fulness, precision with pa«)icui^, and holy impression with solid scrip- 
tiu-al instruction. After all, the best summary of divine truth will be 
imperfect. What reservoir can contain the fountain 1 

The plan here pursued is, to give not only copious references to 
scripture, to show from what passages the doctrine m the Declaration 
is drawn; but also to print one or more quotations in fiill, under eadi 
distinct branch of the doctrine; that no reader under any circum- 
stances may fail to see the divine authority on which aloAe our fidtb 
diouldrest. 

It is now affectionately commended to the use of the churches whoie 
faith it unfolds, with the devout wish that its truths may be fortttcn If 
the Spirit of the Hoing Ood on the fietMy tablee of the hearty in 
characters so full of the beauty of hdineai, af to be kmnen and read 
qf all men, 
Januaiy 20, 1888. 



Obase k Dunlap, Stereotypen . 
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DECT^ARATION OF FAITH. 



I. OF THE SCRIPTURES. 

We believe the Holy Bible was written by men di- 
vinely inspired, and is a perfect treasure of heavenly 
instruction ;i that it has God for its author, salvation 
for its end,2 and truth without any mixture of error for 
its matter ;3 that it reveals the principles by which God 
will judee us;^ and therefore is, and shall remain to the 
end of me world, the true centre of christian union,^ 
and the supreme standard by which all human conduct, 
creeds and opinions should be tried.^ 

Places in the Bible whei'e taught. 

i2 Tim. 3. 16, 17. All scripture is given by inspiration of God, 
and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof for correction, for instructioD 
in righteousness; that tlie man of God may be perfect, thoroughly fiir- 
nished unto all good works Also 2 Pet. 1 . 81 . 2 Sam. 28. 2. Acts 1, 
16: 8. 21. John 10. 35. Luke 16. 29—31. Ps. 119. 111. Rom. 8. 1, 2. 

22 Tim. 3. 15. — able to make thee wise unto salyation. Also 1 
Pet 1. 10—12. Acts 11.14. Rom. 1. 16. Mark 16. 16. John 6. 84 
-39. 

5 Proverbs SO. 5, 6. Every word of God is pure. — ^Add thou not un- 
to his words, lest he reprove thee, and thou be found a liar. Also John 
17. 17. Rev. 22. 18, 19. Rom. 8. 4. 

4 Rom. 2. 12. As many as have sinned ^i the law, shall be judged 
by the law. John 12. 47, 48. If any man hear my words — tlie word 
that I have spoken, the same shall judge him in the last day. Also 1 
Cor. 4. 8, 4. Luke 10. 10-16 : 12. 47, 48. 

6 Phil. 3. 16. Let us walk by the same rule; let us mind the same 
thmg. Also Ephes. 4. 3-6. Phil. 2. 1, 2. 1 Cor. 1. 10. 1 Pet. 4. 11. 

61 John 4. 1. Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits 
whether they be of God. Isaiah 8. 20. To tlie law and to the testi- 
mooyi if they speak not according to this word, it is because there is 
00 light in them. 1 Thes. 5. 21. Prove all things. 2 Cor. 13. 6. 
Prove your own selves. Also Acts 17. 11. 1 John 4. 6. . Jude 8d \. 
Ephes. 6. 17. Ps. 119. 69,60. Phil. 1. 9— 11. 

II. OF THE TRUE GOD. 

That there is one, and only one, true and living God, 
whose name is JEHOVAH, the Maker and Supreme 
Ruler of Heaven and Earth;i inexpressibly glorious in 
holiness^s worthy of all possible honor^ confidence and 
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love;3 revealed under the personal and relative dlstino 
tions of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost;^ 
equal in every divine perfection,^ and executing distinct 
but harmonious offices in the great work of redemption.^ 
Places in the Bible where taught. 

1 Ps. 83. IS. Tiiou whose name alone is JEHOVAH, art the Most 
High over all the earth. Heb. 3. 4. Rom. 1. 20. Jer. 10. 10. 

^Ex. 15. 11. Who is like mito Thee, glorious in holiness 1 Iiai. 
6. 3. 1 Pet. 1. 15, 16. Rev. 4. 6-8. 

3 Mark 12. 30. Thou shalt love the Lord thy God, wltli all thy 
heart, and with all thy soul, and witli all thy mind, and with all thy 
strength. Rev. 4. 11. Thou art worthy, 6 Lord, to receive glory, 
and honor, and power; for thou hast created all things, and for thy 
pleasure they are and were created. Mat. 10. 37. Jer. 2. 12, 18. 

4 Mat. 28. 19. Go ye therefore and teach all nations, baptizing them 
in the name of the Father, and of tiie Son, and of the Holy Ghoet. 
John 15. 26. When the Comforter is come, whom I will send you 
from the Father, even the Spirit of Truth, which proceedeth from the 
Father, he shall testify of me. 1 Cor. 12. 4— 6. 1 John 5. 7. 

6 John 10. 30. I and my Father are one. John 5. 17. 14. 28. 
Arts 6. 3, 4. 1 Cor.3. 10, 11. 

6 Ephes. 2. 18. For through Him [the Son] we both have an access 
by one Spirit unto the Father. 2 Cor. 2. 14. The grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Ghost, be with you all. Rev. 1. 4, 5. 

III. OF THE FALL OF MAN. 
That man was created in^a state oi holiness, under 
the law of his Maker;* but|by voluntary transgression 
fell from that holy and happy state ;2 in consequence 
of which all mankind are now sinners,^ not by constraint 
but choice ;4 being by nature utterly void of that holi- 
ness required by the law of God, wholly given to the 
gratification of the world, of Satan, and of their own 
sinful passions, and therefore under just condemnation 
to eternal ruin,^ without defence, or excuse.^ 
Places in the Bible where taught. 

1 Gen. 1. 27. God created man in his own image. Gen. 1. 81. 
And God saw every thing that he had made, and behold, it was very 
good. Ec. 7. 29. Acta 17. 20. Gen. 2. 16. 

2 Gen. 3. 6 — 24. And when the woman saw that the tree was good 
for food, and that it was pleasant to tlie eyes, and a tree to be desired 
to make one wise ; she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat; and save 
also unto her husband with her, and he did eat. — ^Therefore the Lord 
God-^roYe out the man ; and lie placed at the east ot the garden of 
Eden, Clierubims, and a flaming sword which turned every way, to 
keep tlie way of lite tree of life. Roui. 5. 12. 

8 Rom. 5. 19. Hy one injurs disoI)edience many were made lioQMlf • 
John 3. 6. i':<. 51. 5 Rom. 5. 16—19. 8. 7. 
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4 Isaiah 53* 0. We have turned, every one to his own way. Gen. 
6.12. Rom. 8. 9— 18. 

5 Ephes. 2. 1 — 3. Among whom also we all had our conversation 
Id times past in tlie lust of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the ^tatk 
and of the mind ; and were by nature the children of wrath even as 
others. Horn. 1. 18. For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven 
against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who hold the 
truth in unrighteousness. Rom. 1. 82. Gal. 8. 10. Mat. 26. 41. 
Rev. 20. 15. 

Ez. 18. 19, 20. Yet say ye, Whyl doth not the son bear the ini- 
quity of the father? — The soul that sinneth it shall die. The son shall 
not bear the iniquity of the fattier, neither shall tlie father liear the in- 
iqui^ of the son: the righleousness of tlie righteous shall be upon him, 
and the wickedness of the wicked sliall be upon him. Rom. 1. 20 
So that they are witliout excuse. Rom. 3. 19. That every mouth may 
be stopped, and all the world may become guilty before God. Gal. 8*. 
22. 

IV. OF THE WAY OF SALVATION. 

That the salvation of sinners is wholly of grace ;i 
through the Mediatorial Offices of the Son of God,^ 
who took upon him our nature yet without sin;^ hon- 
oured the law by his personal obedience,^ and made 
atonement for our sins by his death ;^ being risen from 
tlie dead he is now enthroned in heaven ;3 and uniting 
in his wonderful person the tenderest sympathies with 
divine perfections, is every way qualified to be a suita- 
ble, a compassionate, and an all-sufficient Saviour.'' 
Places in the Bible where taught. 

1 Ephes. 2. 5. By grace ye are saved. Mat. 18. 11. 1 John 4. 
10. ICor. 3.5— 7. Acts 15. 11. 

3 John 3. 16. For God so loved the world, that he gave his only 
)egotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but 
lave everlasting life. John 1. 1—14. Heb. 4. 14. 12.24. 

sphil. 2. 6, 7. Who beins in the form of God, thought it not rob- 
beiv to be ecjual with God; but made himself of no reputation, and 
tooK upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness ot 
men. Heb. 2. 9. 2.14. 2 Qor. 8. 9. 

4 Isaiah 42. 21. The Lord is well pleased for his righteousness' sake; 
he will magnify the law, and make it honorable, rhil. 2. 8. Gal. 
4. 4, 5. Rom. 8. 21. 

6 Isaiah 68. 4. He was wounded for our transgressions, he was 
Nruised for our iniquities; the chastisement of our peace was upon 
him; and with his stripes we ara healed. Mat. 20. 28 Rom. 4. 25. 
8. 21—26. 1 John 4. 10. 2. 2. 1 Cor. 15. 1—3. Heb. 9. 13—15. 

6 Heb. 1. 8. Unto the Son lie saith, Thy throne, O God, is forever 
sndever. Heb. 1.8. 8.S. Col. 8.1— 4. 

7 Heb. 7. 25. Wherefore he is able also to save them to the utter* 
BKMt that come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make inter- 
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cewion for them. CoL 2. 9. For in him dwelleth all the fuIaetB of 
the Godhead bodily. Heb. 2. 18. In that he himself hath suffered, 
being tempted, he is able to fuccour them that are tempted. Heb. 7. 
26. P8.89. 19. Ps. 45. 

V. OF JUSTIFICATION. 

That the great Gospel blessing which Christ of hkr 
fulness,! bestows on such as believe in Him is Justifica- 
tion;^ that Justification consists in the pardon of sin^ 
and the promise of eternal life, on principles of right- 
eousness;^ that it is bestowed not in consideration of 
any works of righteousness which we have done,^ but 
solely through iiis own redemption and righteousness;^ 
that it brings us into a state of most blessed peace and 
favor with God, and secures every other blessing need- 
ful for time and eternity.'' 

Places in the Bible where taught. 

1 John 1. 16. Of his ftilness have we all received. Ephs. 8. 8. 

'^ Acts 13. SK9. By him all tliat believe are justined from all things. 
Isai. 53. 11. Rom. 8. 1. 

3 Rom. 5. 9. Being Justified by his blood, we shall be saved from 
wratli through Him. Zech. 13. 1. Mat. 9. 6. Acts 10. 48. 

4 Rom. 5. 17. They which receive the abundance ofgrace and of the 

fif^ of righteousness shall reign in life by one, Jesus Oirist. Titus 8. 
, 6. 1. Pet. 8. 7. 1 John 2. 25. Rom. 5. 21. 
'^ Rom. 4. 4, 5. Now to him that worketh is the reward not reck* 
oned of grace, but of debt. But to him tliat worketh not, but believ* 
eth on him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteous^ 
ness. Rom. 5. 21. 6. 28. FTiil. 8. 7—9. 

6 Rom. 5. 19. By the obedience of one shall many be made right* 
ecus. Rom. 8. 24—26. 1 John 2. 12. 

^ Rom. 5. 1, 2. Being justified by faith we have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ; by whom also we have access by faith 
into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of 
God. Rom. 5. 3. We glory in tribulations also. Rom. 5. 11. We also 
joy in God. 1 Cor. 1. 80. Mat. 6. 86. 1 Tim. 4. 8. > 

VI. OF THE FREENESS OF SALVATION. 

That the blessings of salvation are made free to all 
by the Gospel;^ that it is the immediate duty of all to 
accept them by a cordial and obedient faith;2 and that 
nothmg prevents the salvation of the greatest sinner on 
earth, except his own voluntary refusal to submit to 
the Lord Jesus Christ ;3 which refusal will subject him 
to an aggravated condemnation.'* 

Places in the Bible where taught. 

1 Rat. 22. 17. Whosoever will, let him take Uie water of life freely.^'j 
Isai. 55. 1. Luke 14. 17. ' 

^^^ Digitized by Google 



2 Rom. 16. 26. The Gospel — according to tlie cummaiidinent of die 
everlasting Go<l, made known to ail nations fur tlie oi)edieuce of faitli. 
Mark 1.15. Rom. 1. 15, 17, 

3 John 5. 40. Yc will not come mito me, that ye might have life. 
Mat. 23. 37. Rom. 9. 82. Prov. 1. 24. Acts 13. 46. 

4 Jolm 3. 19. And tliis is the condemn.ition, that light is conae Into 
the world, and men loved darkness rather tlian light, because their 
deeds were evil. Mat. 11. 20. Luke 19. 27. ^ Thess. 1. 8. 

VII. OF GRACE IN REGENERATION. 

. That in order to be saved, we must be regenerated 
or born again ;i that regeneration consists in giving a 
holy disposition to the mind; and is effected in a man 
ner above our comprehengion or calculation,s by the 
power of the Holy Spirit, so as to secure our voluntary 
obedience to the Gospel;'* and that its proper evidence 
is found in the holy fruit which we bring forth to the 
glory of God.5 

t^laces in tlie Bible where taught. 

1 Jc^n 3. 3. Verily, verily, I say unto thee. Except a roan be born 
again, he cannot see tlie kingdom of God. John 3. 7. Rev. 21. 27. 

2 2 Cor. 5. 20. If any man be in Christ, he is a new creature. — 
Ez. 36.26. Deut. 30. 6. Rom. 2. 28, 29. 6.6. 1 John 4. 7. 

^ John 3. 8. The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest 
the sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh, and whither it 
goeth; Eo is every one that is born of tlie Spirit. John 1. 18. Which 
were bom, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of 
man, but of God. James 1. 16—18. 1 Cor. 1. 30. Phil 2. 18. 

4 1. Pet. 22 — 26. Ye have purified your hearts by obeying the truth 
throiu[li tlie Spirit. 1 John 6. 1. Whosoever believeth that Jesus is 
the Oirist is born of God. Ephes. 4. 20—24. Col. 8. 9—11. 

5 Ephes. 6. 9. The fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness, and right- 
eousnesa, and truth. Rom. 8. 9. Gal. 5. 16—28. Ephes. 3. 14—21. 

VIII. OF GOD'S PURPOSE OF GRACE. 

That Election is the gracious purpose of God, ac- 
cording to which he regenerates, sanctifies, and saves 
sinners;^ that being perfectly consistent with the free 
agency of man, it comprehends all the means in con- 
nexion with the end;^ that it is a most glorious display 
of God's sovereign goodness, being infinitely wise, ho- 
ly and unchangeable;^ that it utterly excludes boasting, 
and promotes humility, prayer, praise, trust in God, 
and active imitation of his free mercy ;'^ that it encour- 
ages the use of means in the highest degree ;5 that it is 
ascertained by its effects in all who believe the gospel;^ 
is the foundation of christian assurance:'' and that to 



d by Google 



8 

aAtertain it with regard to ourselves, demands and de- 
serves our utmost diligence.^ 

Places in tbe Bible wliere taught. 
1 2 Tim. 1. 8, 9. Be not tbou therefore ashained of the testimony of 
our Liord, nor of me bis prisoner ;~ but be thou partaker of the afflic- 
tions of Uie Gospel, according to the power of God; who hath saved 
us and called us yjth an holy cailing, not accprding to our vrorks, but 
according to his own purpose and graCe, which was given us in 
Christ Jesus before the world'began. Ephes. 1. 3-^14. 1 Pet. 1, 1, 
2. Rom. 11. 5, 6. John 15. 16. 1 John 4. 19. Hos. 12. 9. 

2 2 Thes. 2. 18, 14. But we are bound to give thanks always to 
God for you, brethren beloved of the Lord, because God hath from 
the beginning chosen you unto salvation, through sanctification of the 
Spirit, and l)elief of the truth ; whereunto he also called you by our Gos- 
pel, to the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. Acts 13, 48. 
John 10. 16. Mat. 20. 16. Acts 15. 14. 

3 Ex. 38. 18, 19. And Moses said, I beseech thee, show me thy 
glory. And He saidy I will cause all my goodness to pass before thee, 
and I win proclaim the name of the Lord befose thee; and will be 
gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will show mercy on whom I 
will slioyr mercy. Mat. 20. 15. Is it not lawful for me to do what I 
will with my^ ownl Is thine eye evil, because I am goodi Eph. 1. 
11. Rom. 9. 23,24. Jer. SL 3. Rom. IL 28, 29. Jam. L 17, 18. 
2 Tim. 2. 9. Rom. 11. 32— 36. 

4 1 Cor. 4. 7. For who maketli tliee to differ from anotherl and 
what hast thou that thou didst not received Now if t^hou didst receive 
it, why dosttliou glory as if thou hadst not received iti 1 Cor. 1. 26. 
—81. Rom. 3. 27. 4. 16. Col. 3. 12. 1 Cor. 8. 6—7. 15. 10. I 
Pet. 5. 10. Acts L 24. 1 Thess. 2. 13. 1 Pet. 2. 9. Luke 18. 7. 
John 15. 16. Ephes. L 16. IThess. 2. 12. 

5 2 Tim. 2. 10. Therefore I endure all things for the ekscts* sake, 
that they also may obtain tlie salvation which is in Christ Jesus with 
eternal glory. 1 Cor. 9. 22. I am made all tliinffs to all men, that I 
might by all means save some. Rom. 8.28 — 30. John 6.37—^. 2 
Peter 1. 10. » 

fl 1 Thess. 1. 4 — 10. Knowing, bvethren beloved, your election of 
God: for our Gospel «ame unto you, not in word only, but in power, &c. 

7 Rom. 8. 28—39. Moreover whom he did prediec^nate, them be 
also called, and whom he called them he also justified, ^nd whom he 
justified thiem lie also glorified. W hat shall we then say to these thinnl 
If God be for us, who can be against ubI Isaiah 42. 16. Rom. 11. 29. 

8 2 Peter. 1. 10. Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligeiwe 
to make your calling and election sure ; ^r if ye do these things y* 
shall never fall; for so an entrance sliall he ministered unto you abim- 
dantly into tlie everlasting Kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesw 
Christ. Phil. 8. 12. Heb.6. IL 

IX. OF THE PERSEVERANCE OF SAINTS. 
That such only are real believers as endure unto ih% * 
«iid;i that their persevering attachment to Christ ii th« 
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grand mark which distinguishes them from superficial 
professors ;2 that a special Providence watches over 
their welfarejs and they are kept by the power of God 
through faith unto salvation.^ 

Places in the Bible where taught. 

1 John 8. 31. Then said Jesus — If ye continue in my word, Uien 
are ye my disciples indeed. 1 Juhn 2. ^7, 28. 8. 9. 5.18. 

2 1 John 2. 19. They went out from us, but they were not of us ; 
for if they had been of us, they would no doubt have continued with us ; 
but they weut out that it might be made manifest that they were not all 
of us. John 18. 18. Mat. 13. 20, 21 John 6. 66—69. 

3 Rom. 8. 28. And we know that all things work together for good 
unto them that love God, to them that are the called according to his 
purpose. Mat. 6. 30—33. Jer. 32. 40. Ps. 121. 3. 91. 11,12. 



4PhiI.1.6. He who hath Jbegun a good work in you, will perform it 
until the day of Jesus Christ. Phil. 2. 12, 18. Jude 24, 25. Heb. 
1.14. 2 Bangs, 6. 16. Heb. 13. 5. 1 Jolin 4.4. 

X. HARMONY OF THE LAW AND GOSPEL. 
That the Law of God is the eternal and unchangeable 
rule of his moral government;^ that it is holy, just, and 
good;^ and that the inability which the scriptures as- 
cribe to fallen men. to fulfil its precepts, arises entirely 
from their love* of sin;3 to deliver them from which, and 
to restore them through a Mediator to unfeigned obedi-^ 
ence to the holy law, is one great end of the Gospel, and 
of the Means of urace connected with the establish- 
ment of the visible church.^ 

Places in the Bible where taught. 

1 Rom. 3. 21 . Do we make void the law through faith 1 God for- 
bid. Yea, we establish the law. Mat. 5. 17. Luke 16, 17. Rom. 
3.20. 4. 15. 

2 Rom. 7. 12. The law is holy, aud the commandment holy, and 
jUst, and good. Rom. 7. 7. 7. 14. 7. 22. Gal. 3. 21. Ps. 119. 

3 Rom. 8. 7, 8. The carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is 
not subject to the law of God, neither can be. So then thev that are 
in the flesh cannot please God. Josh. 24. 19. Jer. 13. ^S. John 
6.44. 5.44. 

* Rom. 8. 2 — 4. For the law of the Spirit of Life in Christ Jesus 
bath made me free from the law of sin and death. For wha( the laiY 
coaki not do, in that it was weak through theflesli,God sending bis own 
Son in the likeness of ffinful flesh, and fur sin, condemned sin in the 
flesh; tliat the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who 
walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. Rom. 10. 4. 1 Tim. 
L6. Heb. 8.10. Jude 20. 2L Heb. 12. 14. 

XI. OF A GOSPEL CHURCH. 
That a visible church of Christ is a congregation of 
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baptised belieyers,^ associated by coyenant in the faith 
and fellowship of the Gospel;^ observing the ordinan- 
ces of Christ;^ governed by his laws;'^ and exercising 
the gilts, rights and privileges invested in them by his 
word;^ that its only proper officers are Bishops or Pas- 
tors, and Deacons,^ whose qualifications,claiins, and du- 
ties are defined in the Epistles to TimoUiy and Titus. 
Places in tlie Bible where tatu^ht. 

1 1 Cor. 1. 1 — 13. Paul — unto the church of God which if at Cor- 
inth. — Is Clirist dividedl Was Paul crucified for youl Or were ye 
baptized in the name of Paull Mat. 18. 17. Acts 5.11. 8. 1. |] • 
26. 1 Cor. 4. 17. 14. 23. 3 John 9. 1 Tim. 8.5. 

2 Acts 2. 41, 42. Then they that gladly received his word were bap- 
tized; and ilie same day there were added to them about three thou- 
sand souls. 2 Cor. 8. 5. Tliey first gave their ownselves to the Lord, 
and then unto us by tlie will of God. Acts 2. 47. 1 Cor. 5. 12, 13. 

3 1 Cor. 11. 2. Now I praise you brethren that ye remember me in 
bU things, and keep the ordinances as I delivered them onto you. 2 
Thess. 3. 6. Rom. 16. 17—20. 1 Cor. 11. 23. Mat. 18. 15—20. 
1 Cor. 5 & 6. 2 Cw. 2 & 7. 1 Cor. 4. 17. 

4 Mat. 28. 20. Teaching tliem to obserye all things whatsoever I 
have commanded you. John 14. 15. 15. 12. 1 John 4. 21. J(^q 
14. 21. 1 Thess. 4. 2. 2 John 6. Gal. 6. 2. All the Epistles. 

^ Ephes. 4. 7. Unto every one of us is given grace according to tbo 
measure of the gift of Ou*ist. 1 Cor. 14. 12. Seek that ye may ex* 
eel to the edifying of the church. Phil. 1. 27. That I may hear 
of your afiairs, that ye stand fast in one spirit, with one mind, striT- 
ing together for the faith of the Gospel. 1 Cor. 12. 1 Cor. 14. 

6 Phil. 1. 1.— With the Bishops and Deacons. Acts 14. 28. Ada 
16.22. ITim. 3. Titus 1. 

XII. OF BAPTISM AND THE LORD'S SUPPER. 

That Christian Baptism is the immersion of a belie- 
ver in water,! in the name of the Father, Son, and 
Spirit ;2 to show forth in a solemn and beautiful em- 
blem, our faith in a crucified, buried, and risen Saviour, 
with its purifying power;^ that it is pre-requisite to the 
privileges of a cnurch relation; and to the Lord's Sup- 
per,'^ in which the members of the church by the use of 
bread and wine are to commemorate together the dy- 
mg love of Christ;^ preceded always by solemn seif- 
examination.6 I 

Places in the Bible where taught. \ 

1 Acts 8. 36 — 39. And the eunuch said. See, here is water; what | 
doth hinder me to be baptized. And Philip said. If thoa believest j 
with all tliine heart thou mayest. — And they went down into/the wa- 
ter, I)oth Philip and the eunuch, and be baptized bun. Mat. 8. 5, 6. 
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John 8. 22, 23. John 4. I, 2. J^lat. 28. 19. iMark 16. 16. Acts 
2. 88. Acui 8. 12. 16. 32-84. 18. 8. 

2 Mat. 28. 19. Baptizing them in the naine of ilie Father, and of 
the Son, and of tlie Holy Ghost. Acts 10. 47, 48. Gal. 8. 27, 28. 

SRom. 6. 1 — 14. Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into 
death; that like as Christ was rai.sed from the dead by the glory of the 
Father, even so we also, should walk in newness of life. Col. 2. 12. 
1 Peter a 20, 21. Acts 22. 16. 

4 Acts 2. 41, 42. Then they that gladly received his word were 
baptized, and tliere were added to Uiem, the same day, about three 
thousand souls. And they continued steadfastly in the Apostles* doc- 
trine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread and in prayers. Mat. 
28. 19, 20. Acts, and Epistles. 

5 1 Cor. 11. 26. As of\en as ye eat this bread and drink this cup, 
ye do show the Lord's death till he come. Mat. 26. 26—29. Mark 
14.22—26. Luke 22. 14— 21. 

8 1 Cor. 11. 28. But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat 
of that bread and drink of that cup. 1 Cor. 6. 7, 8. 10. 3—82. 
1M7— 82. John 6. 26— 71. 

XIII. OF THE CHRISTIAN SABBATH. 

That the first day of the week is the Lord's Day, or 
Christian Sabbath ;* and is to be kept sacred to reli- 
gious purposes,^ by abstaining from all secular labor 
and recreations;^ by the devout observance of all the 
means of grace, both private^ and public i^ and by pre- 
paration lor that Rest which remaineth for the people 
of God. 

Places in the Bible where taught. 

t Acts 20. 7. On the first day of tlie week, when the disciples 
came together to break bread, Paul preached to them. Gen. 2. 8. 
CoL 2. 16, 17. Mark 2. 27. John 20. 19. 1 Cor. 16. 1, 2. 

2 Ex. 20, 8. Remember the Sabbatli-day, to keep it holy. Rev. 1. 
10. I was in tlie Spirit on the Lord's Dav. Ps. 118. 24. This is 
the day which the Lord hath made, we will rejoice and be glad iu it. 

Sfsai. 58. 18, 14. If thou turn away thv foot from the Sabbath, 
from doing thy pleasure on my holy day, and call the Sabbath a de- 
lif^t, the holy of tlie Lord honourable ; and shall honour him not doing 
thine own ways, nor finding thine own pleasures, nor speaking thine 
own words; then shalt thou delight in the Lord, and I will cause thee 
to ride upon the high places of the earth, and feed thee with the heri- 
tage of Jacob. Isai. 66. 2--8. 

4P8. 118.15. The voice of rejoicing and salvation is in the taber- 
nacles of the righteous. 

<Heb. 10. 24, 25. Not forsaking the assembling of yourselves to» 
gether, as the manner of some is. Acts 11. 26. A whole year they 
nucmbled themselves with the church, and taught much people. Acts 
18. 44. The next Sabbath-day came almost the whole city together to 
• hear the word of God. Lev. 19. 80. Ez. 46. <8. Luke 4. 16. Act» 
17.2,8. Ps.26.8. 87.2. 
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^ Heb. 4. 8 — 11. Let us labour therefui-e to enter into that rest. 

XIV. OF CIVIL GOVERNMENT. 

That civil government is of divine appointment, for 
the interests and good order of human society;' and 
that magistrates are to be prayed for, conscientiously 
honored, and obeyed,^ except in things opposed to the 
will of our Lord Jesus Christ,^ who is the only Lord of 
the conscience, and the Prince of the kings of uie ear^'^ 
Places in the Bible where taught. 

1 Rom. IS. 1 — 7. The powers that be are onlained of God. For 
rulers are not a terror to good works, but to the evil. Deut. 16. 18. 
2 Sam. 23.3. Ex. 18. 23. Jer. 30. 21. 

2 Mat. 22. 21. Render therefore unto Cesar tlie things that are Ce-^ 
sar's, and unto Grod tlie things that are God's. Titus 8. 1. 1 Peter 
2.13. lTim.2. 1— 8. 

S Acts 5. 29. We ought to obey God rather than man. Mat. 10. 
28* Fear not them which kill the bodV) but are not able to kill tlie 
soul Dan.3. 15— 18. 6.7—10. Acts 4. 18— 20. 

4 Mat 23. 10. Ye have one Master even Christ. Rom. 14.4. 
Who art thou that judgest another man's servantl Rev . 19. 16. And 
be hath on bis vesture and on his thigh a name written, KING OF 
KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS. Psahn 72. 11. Psalm 2. Rom. 
14. 9—13. 

XV. OF THE RIGHTEOUS AND THE WICKED. 
That there is a radical and essential difference be- 
tween the righteous and the wicked ;i that such only as 
through faith are justified in the name of the Lord Jesu^, 
and sanctified by the Spirit of our God, are truly right- 
eous in his esteem ;^ while all such as continue in ini- 
Senitence and unbelief are in his sight wicked, and un- 
er the curse:^ and this distinction holds among men 
both in and after death. ^ 

Places in the Bible where taught. 

1 Mai. 8. 18. Ye shall discern between Uie righteotis and the wick- 
ed; between him that serveth God and him that servelh him not. Issii. 
6.20. Gen. 18.23. Jer. 15. 19. Acts 10. 34, 86. Rom. 6. 16. 

2 Rom. 1. 17. The just shall live by faith. Rom. 6. 18. We are 
delivered from the law, that bein^ dead wherein we were held, timt 
we diould serve in newness of spirit, and not in the oldness of tlie let- 
ter. 1 John 2. 29. If ye know that he is rigliteous, ye know that 
evenr one that doeth righteousness is bom of him. 1 John 3. 7. Rom- 
6. 18, 22. 1 Cor. 11. 82. Prov. 11. 81. 1 Peter 4. 17, 18, 

S 1 John 5, 19. And we know that we are of God, and the whole 
world lieth in wickedness. Gal. 8. 10. As many as are of the works 
of the law are under the curse. Jolm 8 36. Isaiah 57. 21. Ps. 10 
4. Isai.65.6,7. 

4 Prov. 14. S2. The wfeked if driven away in his wickedness 
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Uie rigbbeoiu iiatli hope in his death. 3ee also the example of the rich 
man and Lazarus. Luke 16. 25 . Thou in thy lifetime receivedst thy 
good tilings, and likewise Lazarus evil thiiiss: but now he is comfort- 
ed, an<i tliou art tormented. John 8. 21— -24. ' Prov. 10. 24. Luke 
12. 4, 6. 9.23—26 John 12. 25, 26. Ed. 3. 17. Mat. 7. IS, 14. 

XVL OF THE WORLD TO COME. 

That the end of this world is approaching ;i that at 
the Last Day, Christ will descend from heayen,^ and 
raise the dead from the grave to final retribution ;3 that 
a .solemn separation will then take place;'* that the 
wicked will be adjudged to endless punishment, and 
the righteous to endless joy;^ and that this judgment 
wUl & forever the final state of men in heaven or hell, 
on principles of righteousness.^ 

Places in the Bible where taught. 

1 1 Peter, 4. 7. But tlie end of all things is at hand; be ye there- 
fore sober, and watch unto prayer. 1 Cor, 7. 29 — 81. Heb. 1. 10 — 
12. Mat. 24. 35. 1 John 2. 17. Mat. 28. 20. 13. 39. 13. 49. 
2 Peter, 3. 3—13. 

2 Acts, 1. 11. This same Jesus which is taken up from you into 
heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heav- 
en. Rev. 1. 7. Heb. 9. 28. Acts 3. 21. * 1 Thess. 4. 13—18 
6. 1—11 

3 Acts 24. 15. There sliall be a resurrection of the dead, both of 
the just and unjust. 1 Cor. 15. 12—59. Luke 14. 14. Dan. 12. 2. 
John 6. 28, 29. 6. 40. 11. 25, 26. 2 Tim. 1. 10 Acts, 10. 42. 

4 Mat. 13. 49. The angels shall come forth, and sever the wicked 
from among the just. Mat. 13. 37—43. 24. 30, 31, 25. 27—33. 

6 Mat. 25. 35'--41. And these shall go away into everlasting pun- 
ishment, but the righteous into life eternal. Rev. 22. 11. He that is 
aniu&t, let him be unjust still; and he which is filthy, let him be filthy 
still; and he thai is righteous, let him be righteous still; and he that is 
holy, let bim be holy still. 1 Cor. 6. 9, 10. Mark, 9. 43—48. 2 
Peter, 2. 9. 10. Jude 7. Phil. 3. 19. Rom. 6. 22. 2 Cor. 5. 10. 
11. John 4. 36. 2 Cor. 4. 18. 

6 Rom. 3. 5, 6. Is God unrighteous who taketh vengeancel (1 
speak as a man.) God forbid; for how then shall God judge the 
worldl 2 Thess. 1. 6 — 12. Seeing ii is a righteous thing wiUi God 
to recompense tribulation to them who trouble you, and to you who are 
troubled rest with us — when he shall come to bie glorified in his saints, 
and to be admired in all them that believe. Heb. 6. I, 2. 1 Cor. 4. 
5. Acts 17. 31. Rom. 2. 2—16. Rev. 20. 11, 12. 1 John 2. 8. 
4. 17. 

SlKINO THEN THAT ALL THE8R THINGS SHALL BE DIS- 
■OLTXD, WHAT MANNER OF PERSONS OUGHT TE TO BE IN ALL 
HOLY CONVERSATION AND GODLINESS, LOOKING FOR AND 
■A8TING UNTO THE COMING OF THE DAY OF GoD "? 

2 Peter 3. 11, 12. 
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CHURCB COVENANT. 

Having been, as we trast, brought by divine grace to 
embrace the Lord Jesus Christ, and to give up ourselves 
ivhoUy to Him ; we do now solemnly and joyfully cov- 
enant with each other, to walk together in Him 
WITH BROTHERLY LOVE, to His glory as our common 
Lord. We do therefore in His strength engage, 

That we will exercise a mutual care, as members one 
of another, to promote the growth of the whole body 
in christian knowledge, holiness, and comfort; to the 
end that we may stand perfect and complete in all the 
will of God. 

'I'hat to promote and secure this object, we will up- 
hold the public worship of God and the ordinances of 
his house ; and hold constant communion with each 
other therein ; that we will cheerfully contribute of oui 
property for the support of the poor, and for the main- 
tenance of a faithful ministry of the gospel among us. 

That we will not omit closet and family religion at 
home; nor allow ourselves in the too common neglect 
')f the great duty of religiously training up our child- 
jt^n, and those under our care, with a view to the ser- 
vice of Christ, and the enjoyment of heaven. 

rhat we will walk circumspectly in the world, that 
«.ve may win their souls; remembering that God hath 
not given us the spirit of fear, but of power and of 
i jve and of a sound mind; that we are the light of the 
world and the salt of the earth, and that a city set on a 
hill cannot be hid. 

That we will frequently exhort, and if occasion shall 
require, admonish one another, according to Matthew 
18th, in the spirit of meekness; considering ourselves 
lest we also be tempted, and that as in baptism we have 
been buried with Christ, and raised again; so there is 
on us a special obligation thenceforth to walk in new- 
ness of life. 

And may the God of peace, who brought again from 
the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of die 
sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, , 
make us perfect in every good work to do His will; 
working in us that which is well-pleasing in his flight 
through Jesus Christ: to whom be glory forever and 
ever. Amen. , *^ 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



The first Baptist Church in Concord, was constituted 
October 8, 1818. 

Pastors. Rev. WILLIAM TAYLOR, settled, Octo- 
her 8, 1818. Dismissed, 1825. 

Rev. N. W, WILLIAMS, settled Jan. 1826.— Dis- 
missed. June, 1831. 
Rev. EBEN'R. E. CUMMINGS, settled March, 1832. 
n.nrr^. 5 JAMES WILLEY, 
Deacons.^ ^ WILLMM GAULT. 



Austin Charles 
Allen Christopher 



Butters Thomas 
Brackeit George 
Batchelder Simon 
Baker William 
Barnes William 
Bradley Hezekiah 
Brown Furber 
Brown Job 



Cummings E. E. 
Cutting Gilnian 
Chase Daniett 
Cutting Ira 
Crummett Robert 
Crockett Charles P. 
Coffin Newell S. 



Dustin John B. 
Davidson Robert 
' Durgin J. H.J 



Dickerman Enoch 
Damon Benja. 
Dow Joseph F. 
Davis Daniel 
Duulap Daniel 
Dickerman Moses 
Dickerman Moses W. 
Dole William 
Dearborn David M. 



Elliot Moses, jr. 



Flanders Charles C. 
French Isaac S. P. 



Garvin Welcome} 
Gault William 
GauItJohn A. 
Goodell Wm. F-t 
Gre«n Josiah B. 
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Hoit divert 
Hoit James 
Hoit Benja. 
Haskell Robertf 



Johnson Alexander 



Morse Benja.! 
Munroe John 
Morse Moses 
Munroe Cyrus 



Porter George 
Page LeviJ 
Puffer Creorge 
Prescott Abraham 
Prescott Abraham J. 
Puffer Thomas 



Robinson Preserved 
Richardson Wm.t 
Robinson Cyrus 
Rowe David P. 
Richardson Phinehas 



Shaw Orenf 
Stanwood Cornelius D4 
Swain Benja. 
Sawyer Thomasf 
Stevens James M. 
Spiller Nathan G. 



Taylor Wm.J 
Tyler Jacob 



UphamEliphasW. 



Willey James 
Walker Hazen 
WilUams Nathaniel W.t 
Wiggin Joseph^ 
Whidden John 
Wiggin John W. 
White John B. 
Worth James 
White Charles 
Webster Samuel C. 
White Benja. 
Worth Edmund 
Wyman Reuben 



Young Charles 
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Anderson Philena 
Austin Mary 



Brown Mary 
Blake Mary 
Berry AbigailJ 
Bracken Ann 
Batchelder Hannah| 
Butters E. J. 
Butters Sarah C. 
Bond Eliza 
Baker Sarah 
Brown Eliza 
Bond Elizabeth 
Brackett Mary Ana 
Bradley Lydia A. 
Batchelder Lavina f 
Brown Lucy H. 



Colby Abigail 
Chaffin Rebecca 
Ghickering Mary 
Coffin Nancy 
Cum.mings C. B. H. 
Cutting Olive 
Chase Hannah S4 
Cox Hannah 
Coles Lydia Ann 
Colby Hannah 
Cutting Eliza 
Carter Sally 
Crockett Almira 
Colcord Mary 
} Crummett Harriet 



Cressey Maria 
Crockett Hannah 
Cofran Fanny 
Cleasby Polly 



Dustin Elizabeth 
Dustin Jane 
Davidson Abigail 
Davidson Nancyf 
Davidson Harriet 
Durgin Susan 
Davis ClarissaJ 
Dickerman Hannah 
Davidson Esther 
Dunklee Marinda 
Davis Mary H. 
Durgin Hannah 
Dickerman Eliza A. 
Dow Eliza 
Damon Sophia 
Davis Rebecca 
Dole Betsey 
Dearborn Hellen M. 
Davis Melinda 
Dimond Sally 
Disboro Mary 



Elliot Lydiat 
Eastman Ruth 
Eastman Abigail| 
Eastman Lucretiaf 
Eastman Emeline 
Eaton Lucretia 
Eastman Maryt 
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French Mary 
Fisk Sophia W. P. 
Farley Mary 
Foster Sarah 



Gauh Eleanor J. 
Grates Mary 
Green Abigail 
Gorden Betsey 
Oilman Maiy Atm 
Gates Sally 



Hoit Polly 
Hoit Rhoda 
Hutchins Lii^y Atih 
Hoit Nancy 
Heath Sophia| 
Hutchins Eli2h J.} 
Howe Charlotte 



Johnson Hannah 



Kimball Maryt 
Kirkwood Ann 
Knowlton Rmh 6. 



Lincoln Cyntha S. 
Ladd Sophia 



Libbey Sally 
Lincoln Adaline 



Morse Sarah 
Morrill Mary 
Merrill Sallyf 
Munroe Mary 
Morrison Mary Ann 
Mallon Abigail 
Munroe Di^ama 
Mayo Sally 
Morrison Olive B. 



Ordway Ennioe 
Ordway SalJy 
Odell Abigril 
Osgood Sarah 



Porter Clarissa 
Philips Emma B. 
Price Sarah 
Parker Mary Atm 
Pierce Hannidi 
Puffer Mary 
Pettingill Sarah P. 
Prescott Sally 
Pierce Louisa 
Prescott HannaSi 
Prescott Mary J. 
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Robinson Mabala 
Robinson Maryf 
Rowell Sarah 
Runnels Hannah 
Robinson Elizabeth 
Robinson Betsey 
Richardson Lucy Ann 
Richardson Abiah 
Robinson Susan Jhne 
Richardson Falonal 
Richardson Nancyf 
Richardson Ann M. 



Spiller Sally 
Sargent Bridgett 
S3rmonds Abigail 
Shirley Dolly 
Sanborn Nancy 
Sawyer Rebecca 
Shaw Nancy 
Stanwood Maryf 
Staniels Susanf 
Seavey Mary 
Swett Hannah 
Stevens Miriam 
Staniels Florinda 
Spaulding Elizabeth W. 
Shaw Jane S.J 
Stevens Mary AnnJ 
Sargent Naomi P4 



Tyler Lovioa 
Townsend Saroantha S4 
Tucker OliveJ 
Thompson E. S. 
Tdlaat Abigail 



Tyler Catharine 
Tyler Solinda 



Upham Naucy 



Whidden Diadama 
Woolson Nancy 
Waterman Mary 
Williams Priscilla| 
Walker Eliza R. 
Webster Abigail! 
Worth Amelia A. 
Whitney Nancy 
Wyman Betsey 
Wyman Abigail 
Worth Eliza A. 



Yeaton Lydia A. 



t Deceased. 
iDismissed. 
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Committees of tbe Clmrcli appointed annually. 

1. Committee to examine all candidates, previous to 
their coming before the church. 

2. Committee of Discipline. 

3. Committee to receive and dispose of applications 
from abroad for pecuniary assistance. 

4. Committee to make collections for Missionary and 
other purposes. 

5. Committee to take collections for mcidental ex- 
penses. 
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CHURCH DISCIPLINE. 

The following Standing ResolOtions were adopted 
by the church March 3, 1837. 

1. RdoHon and duty ofmtmhers to the church, 
Besolved, That no member ought to leave his or her 
connexion with the church of Christ, except by exclu- 
sion or death. 

2. Resolved, That absence from communion, except 
firom providential hindrances, renders a person liable to 
discipline. 

3. Resolved, That abandonment ofthe communion for 
want of religious enjoyment, or on account of any die- 
like to some member or members, is unjustifiable and is 
an offence against the whole church and a wound to the 
cause, and should be treated accordingly. 

n. Removed of Members, ifc, 

1. Resolved, That if any member leave town to4>e 
absent three months, it is their duty to take a letter for 
occasional communion. 

2. Resolved, That when a member of this church 
takes up his or her residence within the vicinity of an- 
other church, and does not apply to this church for a 
letter, the Clerk of this church shall notify the church, 
within whose limits such members have taken up their 
residence, of their standing in this church. 

3. Resolved, That when there is no Baptist church 
in the neighborhood ofthe residence of such members, 
it is their duty to write to the church to which they be- 
long, an account of their religious state, at least once in 
three months, and, should this be neglected, the mem- 
bers ^ould be dealt with in the same manner as any 
member, residing in the place who refuses to attend the 
communion. 

4. Resolved, That if any member of this church shall 
remove from the place, while his or her character is 
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laboring under any circumstances detracting from his 
or her christian integrity, or violating covenant obliga- 
tions, notwithstanding the case may not have come up 
indueformof discipline, the lettter of dismission may 
be withheld on the suggestion of any member until the 
same can be properly investigated. 

5. Resolved, That in giving letters of dismissioD, it 
shall be the duty of the Pastor to ask if any member ' 
present knows ought against the member, who requests 
a letter, that should prevent granting the request, and 
it shall be the duty of every member, knowing of any 
thing, promptly to give information, and an objection be- 
ing made, the member requesting a letter, shall be no- 
tified and requested to remove the objection, without 
delay ; on compliance the letter shall be granted^ and 
on neglect or refusal, the delinquency shall ba treated as 
other offences. 

6. Resolved, That in all cases when letters are for- 
warded they shall be as full and explicit in relation to 
the character of the person, as circumstances wiU allow, 
and that the letter be forwarded to the Cbrk or Pa^r 
of the church. 

7. Revived, That in receivinff members by a recora- 
npridation from another churcl^^he letter be required 
to he given and dated by the church of which the per- 
son is a member, within three months from the time it 
is presented to us. 
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SENTIMENTS OF THE CHURCH ON TEM- 
PERANCE. 

In church Meeting Nov. 29, 1833, Rtsolvedj That the 
Resolutions presented by the committee, and passed 
by the cliurch, April 1, 1830, be inserted in the decla- 
ration of faith, which has been adopted by the church : 
— Which are as follows : 
WHEREAS the sin of Intemperate Drinking has to 
an alarming degree prevailed in this country — and has 
infested even the Sanctuary of the church ; and Where- 
as, the good people of this land have awoke to the fear- 
ful prevalence of this evil — and Whereas, it is believ- 
ed that the reformation, happily begun, can only be 
carried on by the influence of public sentiment, under 
the blessing of Almighty Grod, — Therefore, we, as a 
church of our Lord Jesus Christ, (although we have no 
cause of grief upon this subject among ourselves,) and 
although we do not think it will, or can increase our ob- 
ligations to Temperance, or any good work, yet, desir- 
ous of leaving a testimony that shall be for the glory of 
God, when our children and others shall succeed us, and 
feeling it a duty to add the weight of our influence to a 
cause 80 important ; do hereby Solemnly Resolve, — 

1st. That we believe the common and free use of 
ardent spirits to be unnecessary and dangerous to the 
health and lives of mankind, but, especially to their Mo- 
rals and Religion, 

IL ResolvM, That we disapprove of the use of all 
kinds of distilled Spiritous Liquors, excepting when any 
bodUy hurt, or any sickness shall render them both necessor 
ry andusefnL 

III. Resolved, That as individuals, we will, by our 
language and by our example, endeavor to discounten- 
anco the use of such liquors, excepting when real ne- 
cessity shall render them proper to be used for medicin- 
al purposes. 

N. W. WILLIAMS, >p^^^^ 
WM. GAULT, $ Commie, 

A true copy from the records. 

Georoe Porter, Clerk. 
Concord, April 1, 1830. 
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